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For over 20 years, Homeland Con-
struction has been providing quali-
ty projects with integrity and an at-

tention to detail. 
	 Branden Cook, owner of Homeland 
Construction, began his construction ca-
reer while remodeling a bar and grill that 
he co-operated. His attention to detail 
gained Cook attention he never dreamed 
of. He has become a well-known player in 
the ground up and remodels construc-
tion. His work spans from decorative con-
crete to decks, barn-dominiums to cus-
tom homes to restaurants.
	 Austin City Taco Company owner 
Cameron Powell knew just who to get 
to build his new restaurant, calling Cook 
and Homeland Construction to build and 
bring to life his vision. 
	 Austin City Taco Company is a first of 
its kind in downtown Fort Worth. Before 
Cook and Project Superintendent Jacob 
Densmore could begin work on the con-

struction of the new 3,000sf Austin City 
Taco Company, the existing structure on 
the project’s site had to be demolished. 
Once the demolition was complete, the 
task of bringing to life a new edifice be-
gan complete with custom interior work, 
landscaping and paving. 
	 The building’s exterior was com-
prised of steel, wood beam, brick and 
stucco. The custom interior featured con-
crete, custom millwork, tile and brick ac-
cented by the aroma of fresh made tacos 
and in-house-made sauces, illuminating 
a cozy feel with a contemporary vibe.
	 The weather was Homeland’s big-
gest foe. Despite major rain delays, the 
project was completed in a timely fash-
ion. The Homeland team also ran into 
some challenges with the geotechnical 
data. But that obstacle was short-lived as 
the experienced team was able to think 
on their feet to find a solution.

 Austin City Taco Company, 517 University Dr., Fort Worth, TX. Photo courtesy of Brittany Jenson.

Lonnie Harrison can trace his con-
struction career all the way back to a 
fateful volleyball game that shat- 

tered his pinky, breaking it in four places.
	 “Yeah, it’s funny how things evolve  
in life,” Harrison, Manager of Harrison 
Construction in Fort Worth, says. “Out of 
high school, I went to work for a hard-
ware store/warehouse in a small town in 
Illinois. I worked there for seven years and 
then I broke my pinky and had to have 
pins in it. My boss would not let me work 
in the warehouse, so I was sent home. I 
had a friend who had a construction 
company that framed houses. I started 
going to work with him and the next 
thing you know, I’m finding great 
enjoyment framing houses, learning and 
having a skill.”

	 Two years later, Harrison was working 
full-time building houses for a general 
contractor and then for a carpenter’s 
union. In 2000, he married and moved to 
Texas. Harrison worked for Beck-Ford 
Construction in Houston and then served 
as a project manager for Cooper General 
Contractors in Dallas, building for 
national restaurant accounts.
	 Harrison’s career was gaining serious 
steam, but the blow of the recession in 
2008 caused him to consider his options. 
He took a step back and helped his wife 
operate day care centers before 
construction came calling again.
	 “Amazingly enough, I had customers 
come back to me that I had built for who 
wanted me to build their restaurants,” he 

Harrison Construction owner, Lonnie Harrison

Amin Shahim owns Patch Plus 
Paint, which could be shortened 
to P3. Actually, we could call it P4, as 

Shahim is from Persia. He came to the 
Metroplex in 2003 with only limited Eng-
lish capabilities. But by 2013, he was able 
to open his very own business.
	 “I started working my way through 
retail to this,” he said. Shahim doesn’t have 
a construction background, but his work-
ing journey took him through small stores 
to eventually Home Depot and a painting 
store. It was at these locations, and via 
helping customers, that Shahim learned 
about paints and textures and colors. Also, 
he met enough painting contractors and 
tapped into their expertise to where he 
felt confident to go this direction. 
	 “To be honest, it was a little bit tough 

to get situated and get going,” Shahim 
said, of the early days of P3. Fortunately, 
he had a good friend who helped mentor 
him in the ways of American business. 
“Tax paperwork is the biggest thing,” he 
added. “I’m still struggling with it.” (Wel-
come to the club.) Still, “Once you get go-
ing, it’s not too bad. It’s better than work-
ing retail and working for someone else.”
	 All in all, Shahim looks back at his time 
in retail as a great learning time for his 
work now. “Working in retail was a good 
background to get me going,” he said. 
	 Shahim does mostly residential work 
but has done some small and light com-
mercial jobs, like offices. He has several 
crews of subject matter experts to do the 
work and Shahim credits them for his suc-

Amin Shahim, owner of Patch Plus Paint 
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Amin Shahim, owner of Patch Plus Paint 
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What is your
Favorite Snack?

  continued from Page 1 — Homeland Construction

	 This project, designed by Plan B 
Group, is the first location of what is sure 
to be a staple to the community for its 
family friendly yet trendy atmosphere. 
The interior finish is completely custom 
and architecturally unique for its use of 
metal, wood and masonry. The menu is 
very creative and the owners, manage-
ment and crew are great to work with.
	 Cook had this to say about the proj-
ect and owner, “This has been one of our 
favorite projects to build to date. The 
owner Cam Powell was very realistic in 
his expectations, teamwork oriented and 
polite. Anytime we have a chance to build 
a true working relationship with a client 
we would love to. This building was built 
with care and it shows!”

Kitchen. Photo courtesy of Brittany Jenson.

A view inside Austin City Taco Company. 
Photo courtesy of Brittany Jenson.

I have a lot, but I have to say they are the 
hot Cheetos puffs.

Jessica Aguirre,  
Aguirre’s Tile Services

Beef Jerky, there are a lot of varieties ev-
erywhere. 

Tim Stevens,  
Quality Craftman INC

I love sunflower seeds that are not 
shelled. People around here hate it when 
I do it. It allows me to keep focused. I read 
in a magazine that eating sunflower 
seeds will keep you awake when you 
drive. It works. 

Mark Thorne-Thomsen, 
Metal-Craft Doors

Right now, I’m missing good ole crawfish 
season with some potatoes and mush-
rooms from back home [in New Orleans] 
with a daiquiri. But on hot days like this, a 
strawberry snowball from Sunny’s Ice 
Cream shop in Kenner, Louisiana. I used 
to go there when I was a kid and it’s my 
kids’ favorite spot to go as well. 

Alejandra Martin, 
Alside Exterior Building Products

Thin Mint Oreos, especially in the middle 
of the night.

Scott Stevens,  
Quality Craftman INC

s
Submitted to Construction News

Round-Up
Ken Loose has been 
promoted to Associ-
ate witt VLK | Archi-
tects. Loose joined the 
VLK team in 2012 and 
has added increased 
value to the VLK brand 
and the firm’s mentor-
ship and architectural 
profession. He holds a Bachelor of Music 
Education from Texas Christian University 
and a Master of Architecture from the  
University of Houston. -cmw

Steve F. Cunning-
ham has joined the  
TDIndustries family 
as their new Chief 
People Officer. He will 
support the growth of 
the company through 
talent acquisition, em-
ployment compensa-
tion, benefits, training, succession plan-
ning and safety to develop a diversified 
workforce. He comes to TDIndustries 
with more than 20 years human resources 
experience.-cmw 

Kimberly Burke has 
been promoted to 
Vice President of Busi-
ness Development for 
Skanska USA. Burke 
joined the Skanska 
team in 2013. She will 
continue to lead busi-
ness development ac-
tivities and help lead sales and marketing 
efforts for Skanska in North Texas. -cmw

Brett Skyllingstad 
has joined the Struc-
ture Tone Southwest 
family as Business De-
velopment Director. 
Skyllingstad will sup-
port new and long-
time client relation-
ships and help develop 
growth strategies in the company’s Mission 
Critical and healthcare sectors. –cmw 

says. “My wife and I opened up Harrison 
Construction in 2011 and started doing 
that; it was just me and a superintendent 
that I hired. Five Guys Burgers and Fries 
was still growing so we reestablished our 
relationship with them and started to 
build for them in Texas. We have 
continued to base our business structure 
on restaurants and now we’re doing 
retail, shopping centers, and shopping 
center remodels. Those are our core 
businesses that are products we can 
produce and be profitable.”
	 As his company achieves impressive 
success, Harrison stays true to what drew 
him to construction.
	 “In my heart of hearts, I am still a 
superintendent,” Harrison says. “That’s 
what I enjoy doing most is actually running 
the day-to-day of a project – although I 
don’t always get the time to do that as 
much as I would like to. I enjoy making 
something from nothing or taking 
something that is unattractive and making 
it into something new for customers to be 
able to use and for business owners to be 
able to make profit from. I still enjoy the 
fulfillment of building.”

	 As Harrison Construction celebrates 
its eighth year in business, Harrison is 
making plans to take his company to the 
next level. He and his four-man crew are 
focusing on remodels for a national gas 
station chain. He is concentrating on 
increasing his project size from $400,000 
to $750,000 as well. Harrison also wants to 
expand into building medical construc-
tion, something he spent five years doing 
when he worked for a general contractor. 
Finally, growing his company’s facility 
service side is another goal Harrison hopes 
to achieve in the near future.
	 A broken pinky may have got him 
into construction, but he has six other 
reasons to stay. 
	 “We are a family-owned business; it is 
solely owned by me and my wife Mindy,” 
Harrison says. “We have six kids ranging 
from 17 to 6. One of the reasons we own 
our own company is because we wanted 
to have a family. In the construction 
industry, you are either gone or you are 
working 80 hours a week. So, this allows 
us to be in the business together.”
	 Harrison Construction is a general 
contractor located in Fort Worth. –mjm

cess. “All the good reviews I have,” he said, 
“is because of them. I’m grateful to have 
them.”
	 Shahim stays within a limited radius 
and territory of the Plano/Frisco/McKin-
ney/north Dallas area. He says that’s where 
the business is in terms of building and 
money to spend on remodeling. “If the job 
is too far and will take up two, three hours 
of my time, I just won’t go,” he said. 
	 Shahim does all the bidding and 
overseeing of his crews, as well as all the 
social media marketing by taking all the 
photos and posting them. 95 percent of 
his business comes from his strong on-
line and social media presence. 
	 P3’s niche is not just painting but fix-
ing any crack that may be in the drywall or 
ceiling. A crack can come from a variety of 
reasons: the normal settling of the struc-
ture in the ground; someone walking on 
the ceiling at the higher level; someone 
punching or damaging the wall; or from a 
foundation issue. When Shahim sees a 
crack, he’ll ask the homeowner if they 
have had the root cause of it examined by 
a foundation specialist. He knows that 
merely patching and painting over a crack 
can merely be a band-aid covering but 
does not address the root cause. But, Sha-
him said, that could be what the home-
owner wanted to do in order to sell the 

house and let the next buyer fix the prob-
lem when it resurfaces later. 
	 Shahim is still learning in his trade. 
“Every job, every day we learn something 
new,” he said. “Every job has its different 
challenges.” 
	 Since he started P3, Shahim has no-
ticed the changes in styles. People are 
getting away from the wilder looks to 
simple, clean colors and accents. Howev-
er, he said that gold and brass fixtures are 
coming back in again. 
	 For the future, Shahim wants to ex-
pand into full remodeling: kitchens, bath-
rooms, tile work, counter tops, etc. He will 
hire more sub-contractors that specialize 
in those skills when that time comes. 
	 “As of now, I’m in a good comfort 
zone,” he said, assessing Patch Plus Paint. 
“It’s been fun and productive, for the 
most part. It has its ups and downs, but I 
can’t complain. It’s been good.”
	 Also, when Shahim takes a break, he 
wants to see more of America, like the 
Grand Canyon. “People here in the States 
are very patient and they don’t mind 
teaching,” he said. He’s obviously learned 
enough about the painting business (tax-
es aside) to run a company that is making 
the north Dallas area look better.
	 Patch Plus Paint is a painting contrac-
tor in Frisco. -dsz

	 Homeland Construction is a general 
contractor located in Weatherford, TX. -cmw
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